STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 19,722

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent
for Children and Fam |ies, Econom c Services denying himan
excess nedi cal expense deduction under Food Stanps for the
additional electricity expense he incurs to run an air
conditioner during the sunmer. The issue is whether this
expense neets the definition in the regul ati ons of excess

medi cal expenses.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is disabled and lives in a Section 8
subsi di zed apartnent that includes heat, but not electricity,
as part of his rent. The Departnent does not dispute that he
has a nedical condition that nakes it necessary for himto

have air conditioning in the sunmer.
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2. The petitioner maintains that his electricity bil
averages about $30 per nonth in the winter and an additi onal
$15 to $30 in the sumer when he runs his air conditioner.?

3. The Departnent allows the petitioner a "standard"
utility expense of $149 a nonth. This standard all owance
applies to all Food Stanp recipients who live in rental s that
i nclude heat. The petitioner concedes that his utility
expenses, even with the air conditioning, do not approach

thi s anpunt.

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS

The Food Stanp regulations Iimt deductions fromincone
to those specifically item zed in the regulations. Food
Stanp Manual (F.S.M) 8§ 273.9(d). Under Section (6) of the
above regul ati on, Vernont allows househol ds a standard
deduction for utility expenses dependi ng whet her or not heat
is included in their rents. As noted above, the standard
utility allowance applicable to the petitioner's housing

situation is $149 a nonth. See P-2590A.

Y1t would not be difficult to believe that the petitioner's electric use
so far this summer exceeds even these anounts.
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Househol ds with di sabl ed individuals are also entitled
to deduct certain nmedical expenses fromtheir incones.
Section (3) of the above regulation states that "all owabl e
medi cal costs are": doctor and dentist visits; hospital
treatnment; prescription and required over-the-counter
nmedi cations; health insurance prem uns, including Medicare;
dentures, hearing aids, and prosthetics; seeing eye dog
expenses; eyegl asses; and nedically necessary transportation
expenses. |lnasnmuch as the above list is exclusive, it would
not appear that the petitioner's increased utility bills
could be included in this category. Even if it could,
however, there is no dispute that the standard all owance the
petitioner already receives for utilities nore than covers
his actual expenses in this regard.

Thus, it cannot be concluded that the regul ations
require or contenplate a separate deduction for utility
expenses that are incurred pursuant to a nedical need.
| nasnmuch as the Departnent's decision is in accord with the
regul ations the Board is bound by its rules to affirm 3
V.S. A 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.
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